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PRESS RELEASE 
 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS EXPRESS CONCERNS OVER 
SAFETY OF VENEZUELAN MIGRANTS IN TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

 
After listening to the Honorable Minister of National Security, Mr. Stuart Young, encouraging members 
of the public to denounce the landlords and people harboring illegal immigrants, we are deeply 
concerned at the possible impact against all Venezuelan immigrants, especially those who have the 
Ministers Permit card of Trinidad and Tobago and also the refugee status of UNHCR, since both are 
legally protected by national and international laws that include freedom of movement and 
discriminatory persecution. We take this opportunity to remind the public of the international treaties 
which includes the provisions of the CARTAGENA PROTOCOL ON REFUGEES. At this point, we urge that 
a clarification or clear distinction on illegal and legal migrants is made that is communicated to the 
general public to ensure the safety of all migrants in the country under these legal migratory status. 
Currently, it is estimated that 24,000 Venezuelans are in the country that are holders of one or both 
of these migratory conditions, unfortunately governmental sources do not count for Venezuelans 
without a regular status so this number can be higher.  
 
We would like to commend the Government of Trinidad and Tobago for taking firm measures to stop 
and combat illicit activities involving the smuggling and trafficking of Venezuelans into Trinidad and 
Tobago by local criminal gangs and criminal businessmen. We praise the implementation of the 555 
hotline as an official reporting channel, to bring to justice all these organizations and individuals 
suspected of trafficking and smuggling of innocent people. This is indeed a step in the right direction, 
which we hope contributes to reducing the amount of human trafficking in CARICOM.  
 
The Coalition for Venezuela together with TTV Solidarity Network together and La Casita, urges UNHCR 
and other international humanitarian agencies to guarantee the protection and well-being of 
Venezuelan migrants, especially during this time of pandemic, and also to act as guarantors for the 
handling of detentions, quarantines, returns, and possible deportations of Venezuelan migrants, 
especially children and older adults, ensuring that these are handled under strict human rights 
standards and national legal frameworks. 
 
Bearing in mind that hundreds of Venezuelans are fleeing their country, due to the serious complex 
humanitarian crisis prevailing, it is very worrying to know that the possible victims of political 
persecution in the hands of the Venezuelan regime are to return to unsafe conditions that could 
endanger life. We urge the Trinidad and Tobago Government, to work jointly with International 
Cooperation Agencies, other Governments and with Organized Civil Society, for the detection and 
attention in cases of Human Trafficking and to put a stop to this serious event, we seize the occasion 
and make available to you the most recent report published by the OAS in conjunction with the 
Coalition for Venezuela on recommendations for care for the migrant and refugee population. 
 
For more information email us 
trinidadytobago@coalicionporvenezuela.org,  
www.coalicionporvenezuela.org 
Recommendation Report for countries hosting Venezuelan Migrants and Refugees 
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/Recommendations-OEA-and-Coalicion-por-
Venezuela_eng.pdf 
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