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On the Brink of Elections 
The election of representatives of Venezuela to Parlatino  

should be conducted by universal, direct, and secret ballot. 
 

Context notes by Eugenio Martínez – April 15, 2015 
 
The request of the President of the National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional, AN), 
Diosdado Cabello, to remove direct voting to choose deputies who should represent 
Venezuela at the Parlatino and Parlasur is contrary to Article 19 of the Constitution 
and 191 of the Organic Law of Electoral Processes (Lopre).   
 
Even in the Electoral Statute of Public Power (Estatuto Electoral del Poder Público), 
drafted by the Constituent National Assembly, it was established that the Venezuelan 
representatives to the Latin American Parliament should be elected democratically, 
“directly by the people.” 
 
On this subject the principal director of the National Electoral Council (Consejo 
Nacional Electoral, CNE), Luis Emilio Rondón, indicated that the exercise of universal, 
direct, and secret suffrage by the Venezuelan citizens, also enshrined in international 
treaties, is protected by the principle of progressivity of the rights referred to in 
Article 19 of the Constitution, which is unable to waive the rights that have been 
recognized in Article 191 of the Lopre. The Lopre mandates that when international 
agreements signed by Venezuela require an electoral process to elect representatives 
to governing bodies of international jurisdiction, the elections will be organized, 
supervised, and directed by the CNE and the process held simultaneously with the 
election of deputies to the National Assembly. 
 
However, Cabello, the president of the AN and first vice president of the PSUV, claims 
that it is false that he wants to eliminate this election to avoid having national vote 
totals for Chavistas and the opposition. On this particular issue, Cabello argues that 
“this is the worst explanation I have heard because they can count voting lists in each 
state.” According to Cabello, “nothing requires that elections be held to choose the 
Latin American Parliament.” From his perspective, the main reason for eliminating the 
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direct election, thus prompting Members of the Latin American Parliament and 
Parlasur to be appointed by a simple majority of the members of the National 
Assembly, is to prevent the elected deputies from “traveling the continent without 
accountability to anyone.” 
 
On March 18, on his television program Con el Mazo Dando, Cabello said he would 
propose to the AN plenary that Members who make up the Latin American Parliament 
be appointed by the National Assembly and not by direct election as has been done 
previously. 
 
“I'm taking this to the Assembly, because I do not agree with us continuing to spend 
money this way on salaries, travel, I don’t know what else, and not being accountable 
to anyone (...) It would be best to vote against this; I think this vote needs to be taken 
and we need not choose these gentlemen, but the same National Assembly 
composition can determined who the MPs are who represent us in the Parlatino,” 
Cabello said. 
 
On the possibility of eliminating this election, the deputy to the Latin American 
Parliament, Delsa Solórzano, explained that a decision of this nature “is 
unconstitutional, violating the constituents’ decrees and public sovereignty.” 
Increasing the AN quorum to 167 deputies will increase by one deputy the minimum 
number of AN members required for a political power to obtain a simple or qualified 
majority in the AN. The changes mean that the opposition loses two outgoing posts: 
the second deputy in Electoral District 2 of Miranda and possibly the third list deputy 
in the Capital District. However, the opposition could compensate for these losses 
with the additional deputy that will be elected in Electoral District 1 of Nueva 
Esparta, especially if it is able to recover the voting tendency in this zone. 


