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On the Brink of Elections 

Identity of voters who participate in the primaries must be protected 

 

Context notes by Eugenio Martínez – April 13, de 2015 

 

The technical disagreement between the Democratic Unity Roundtable (Mesa de la 

Unidad Democrática, MUD) and the National Electoral Council (Consejo Nacional 

Electoral, CNE) regarding the method of protecting the identity of citizens who decide 

to participate in the elections still is not resolved. Nevertheless, the proposal that this 

information be stored using the scheme of shared passwords (between the CNE and 

the MUD’s Primary Commission) could serve to clarify doubts that exist about the 

destination of biometric data of those who vote in primary elections in the 35 

electoral districts. 

 

In previous days the disagreement between the CNE and the MUD’s Primary 

Commission reached the point that the CNE announced that the opposition’s electoral 

technicians participated in auditing the voting software that will be used in the May 

17 primary elections. The press release published on April 8 was withdrawn from the 

CNE’s website after the MUD’s Primary Commission submitted a formal complaint to 

the CNE about the announcement.  

 

In a missive sent by José Luis Cartaya, president of the MUD’s Electoral Commission 

for Primaries – which was received via a letter to the CNE on April 9 – he reminded 

the CNE that the report from the audit shows “evidence that no representatives were 

present” from the opposition. The report of the voting software audit is signed only 

by Ángel Elia and José Ignacio Pérez, representatives of the CNE’s Office of 

Technology (Dirección General de Tecnología del CNE); Javier Ramírez and Thomas Goll 

of the National Office of Political Participation (Oficina Nacional de Participación 

Política) and Youssef Tourkmani, representative of Smartmatic. The audit generated 

the hash for the software’s aggregation source code. 

 

 

 


