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On The Brink of Elections 

CNE’s electoral redistricting plan raises the number of deputies that will be elected in 

zones that historically have tended to vote for the governing party 

 

Context notes by Eugenio Martínez – April 14, 2015 

 

The electoral redistricting plan for the legislative elections this year includes 

modifications in the quantity of deputies that will be elected in zones with a marked 

historic tendency of voting for the opposition. The plan also includes changes that 

will increase the quantity of deputies in zones that historically tend to vote for the 

governing party (chavismo). 

 

The plan – which still must be approved by the electoral rectors – eliminates a 

deputy in Electoral District 2 from the state of Miranda, composed of the 

municipalities of El Hatillo, Baruta, Chacao, and Leoncio Martínez parish within the 

municipality of Sucre, and a deputy who is currently elected by the populous zone of 

Los Valles del Tuy, which corresponds to Electoral District 6. 

 

The plan also reduces the number of deputies that are elected in the Capital District. 

Using votes cast in the 2010 elections as a reference point, this reduction will affect 

the opposition’s chances of obtaining a deputy through proportional representation, 

as it did five years ago.  

 

The proportional distribution of seats will be limited to just 51 deputies out of the 

167 who are elected this year, while the remaining 116 deputies will be elected in 87 

electoral districts. The electoral mapping plan increases by two deputies the number 

of representatives to the National Assembly (Asamblea Nacional, AN), which today is 

composed of 165 deputies. 

 

Concretely speaking, the quantity of deputies elected in zones that lean toward the 

opposition will be reduced. This is the case of the third list deputy from the Capital 

District, the second nominal deputy in District 2 of Miranda or the new distribution in 

Electoral District 1 of Nueva Esparta. At the same time, the electoral redistricting plan 

increases the number of deputies that will be elected in zones that lean pro-
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government. This is the case of Electoral District 6 in the state of Miranda, Electoral 

District 6 in Aragua, Electoral District 1 in Guárico, and Electoral District 1 in Barinas.  

 

Increasing the AN quorum to 167 deputies will increase by one deputy the minimum 

number of AN members required for a political power to obtain a simple or qualified 

majority in the AN. The changes mean that the opposition loses two outgoing posts: 

the second deputy in Electoral District 2 of Miranda and possibly the third list deputy 

in the Capital District. However, the opposition could compensate for these losses 

with the additional deputy that will be elected in Electoral District 1 of Nueva 

Esparta, especially if it is able to recover the voting tendency in this zone. 

 

 


